
As a child growing up in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area, I didn’t really question 
whether I was an environmentalist. I 
remember countless trips with school 
and family to the most beautiful places I 
could imagine– the old growth redwood 
forests of Muir Woods, Point Reyes 
National Seashore, Yosemite. If there 
were a religion taught in the public and 
private schools I attended in the Bay 
Area, it was environmentalism. 

The Sierra Club was founded and 
headquartered in my hometown. I 
have fond memories of learning to ski 
and enjoying the beauty of the Sierra 

Nevada while staying at Clair Tappaan 
Lodge, built by Sierra Club volunteers in 
the 1930s near Lake Tahoe. 

I never stopped loving nature and wor-
rying about conservation, but as I got 
older, I backed away from “Big Green,” 
what I call the network of large and 
well-funded environmental organiza-
tions, environmental media, academia, 
and the generally Democratic politicians 
they ally with. The appeals to emotion 
and fear that worked so well on me at 
age eight started to fall flat. I noticed 
that doomsday was always just around 
the corner. 

Big Green is quick to label anyone who 
fails to buy this classic high-pressure 
sales technique a “climate denier.” But 
these tactics are tied to demands to 
reorder the economy and further con-
centrate power in federal or even global 
hands. It is only natural to suspect that 
a left-wing agenda is the deeper moti-
vation for these urgent calls to action, 
rather than a good faith response to an 
environmental problem.

Furthermore, true environmental 
concerns are not solely comprised 
of climate changes caused by car-
bon emissions. Reduction of carbon 
emissions would do nothing to solve, 
to name a few, water withdrawals from 
natural systems, clean water and air, the 
preservation of non-renewable resourc-
es, biodiversity, and wilderness. 

Out-of-control wildfires in California 
are not new (my own childhood home 
burned down from one), but their 
frequency and severity have dramati-
cally increased in the last several years. 
In response, last fall California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom declared, “The debate 
is over around climate change.” It’s not 
surprising that Newsom would like to 
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A spring vineyard in Santa Ynez, California.

CAPS Campaign: Housing for Those Who Served Our 
Country – Not Hotels for Those Who Broke into It
Freedom is not free.... 
This November, as we honored those who 
sacrificed for the security of our country, 
CAPS took it a step further. We initiated an 
advertising and media campaign to high-
light the Biden Administration’s misplaced 
priorities—allocating money for hotels 
for illegal immigrants that broke into our 
country, as homeless vets who fought for 
our country live on the streets.

Our nationwide Veteran’s Day campaign 
of press releases, op-eds, and digital  
advertising explains the obvious—
spending tens of millions of dollars, 
$72,000 per illegal migrant, while our vet-
erans don’t have roofs over their heads is 
just wrong.  Visit our website to view the ad.

Veterans Day 2021
We’ve come a considerable way in the last five decades. It is no longer fash-
ionable in woke circles to openly disparage those who served their country in the 
military. But talk is cheap, very cheap.

The VA Secretary, standing in front of television cameras, made good on his 
promise to find shelter for fifty homeless vets camped at Veterans Row in West 
Los Angeles. Fifty down. Another 10,000 homeless vets to go in LA and 37,000 
total nationwide. It’s a start.

Honoring our Veterans
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Californians for Population Stabilization is 
a nonpartisan, nonprofit, public interest 

organization that works to formulate  
and advance policies and programs 

designed to stabilize the population of 
California, the U.S. and the world at  

levels which will preserve the environ-
ment and a good quality of life.

Under the present 
Biden adminis-
tration, the U.S. 
border is probably 
more open than 
it has been at any 
time during the 
past 100 years. 

This has negative implications for the 
future of U.S. population stabilization 
and, moreover, presents a threat to U.S. 
security. In the 20 years since September 
11, 2001, the issue of security has faded 
into the background of U.S. politics, but 
this does not mean that potential threats 
have diminished. As a consequence of 
our loose borders, a catastrophe – for 
example, a nuclear explosion – might 
occur at any time. 

It is important to understand that a nu-
clear bomb need not be dropped from 
an airplane or delivered with a missile. 
In 2002, following the horrors of 9/11, 
my UCLA Physics Department colleague, 
elementary particle physicist David Cline, 
and I wrote an opinion piece that was 
published in a few U.S. newspapers, with 
titles such as “Nuclear threat not likely to 
come from sky”. Here is an excerpt: 

“Sixty years ago, the brilliant and prescient 
Hungarian-American nuclear physicist Leo 
Szilard, wrote: ‘The position of the United 
States may be adversely affected by the 
existence of nuclear bombs… Clearly if such 
bombs are available, it is not necessary to 
bomb our cities from the air in order to 
destroy them. All that is necessary is to place 
a comparatively small number in major 
cities and detonate them at some later time.’ 
Dr. Szilard, who worked closely with both 
Albert Einstein and Enrico Fermi, recognized 
this catastrophic threat years before the first 
nuclear explosion! To Szilard’s concerns we 
might add that such bombs could as easily 
be exploded on ships sitting in harbor in 
New York City or Los Angeles.” 

Subsequently, in September 2003, the 
magazine Physics Today published a 
letter I wrote titled “Counterterrorism 
Priorities and Policy”. Both the 2002 op-
ed and this 2003 letter described why we 
can’t have homeland security with open 
borders. This problem has not gone 
away; if anything, it is more serious now 
than twenty years ago.

Earlier this year the Federation of Amer-
ican Scientists (FAS) sent its supporters 
an email about global nuclear forces. The 
nine nuclear-armed states – the United 
States, Russia, China, the United King-
dom, France, India, Pakistan, Israel, and 
North Korea – possessed an estimated 
13,080 nuclear weapons at the start of 
2021. The email stated:

“[T]he decades-long trend of countries 
trying to reduce the number and role of 
nuclear weapons in their military strate-
gies has stalled, and in some cases, has 

been reversed.... But it’s not just the U.S. 
and Russia – every nuclear-armed state 
is developing or deploying new weapon 
systems or has announced an intention 
to do so. Even the UK, which was seen 
as a leader in disarmament, announced 
an end to their era of nuclear reduction. 
In addition, over the past few years, the 
willingness of nuclear-armed states to 
disclose information about their nuclear 
arsenals has dramatically decreased.”

The frightening message in the FAS 
email to its supporters is echoed by 
other experts. In April 2021, University 
of Illinois Physics Professor Frederick 
Lamb spoke to the UCLA Physics & 
Astronomy Department as part of an 
annual honorary colloquium series. The 
title of his presentation was “The grow-
ing danger of nuclear weapons.” Dr. 
Lamb’s focus was on nuclear weapons 
controlled by nation-states, but he also 
touched upon “new dangers,” specifi-
cally “the construction and explosion 
of nuclear bombs by non-state actors,” 
i.e., terrorists. He noted that much 
nuclear weapon grade uranium and 
plutonium has gone missing and that 
there have been 21 known intercepts 
of substantial quantities of stolen 
weapon-grade uranium or plutonium.

A multitude of persons in some of the 
above-listed nine countries hate the 
USA with a passion. Given the disturb-
ing trends mentioned above, it could 
be inevitable that some such person(s) 
will attempt to import nuclear bomb 
devices or materials into our country. 
Open border policies, such as those im-
plemented by the Biden administration, 
will make such a penetration much 
easier and thus more likely.   

About one year ago, Israel proved that 
– even in a country like Iran with guard-
ed borders – it is possible smuggle in a 
substantial weapon. In this case, it was 
an AI-assisted remote control machine 
gun that was successfully used to kill 
Iran’s top nuclear scientist. According to 
a recent story in the New York Times, the 
machine gun, the robot, its components 
and accessories together weighed about 
one ton. The equipment was broken 
down into its smallest parts and smug-
gled into the country piece by piece, in 
various ways, routes and times, then 
secretly reassembled in Iran.

I’m haunted by the well-known saying 
that those who do not learn from history  
are condemned to repeat it. A repeat  
of an episode similar to 9/11 would be 
like a picnic in the park compared to 
the consequences of the explosion of a 
nuclear bomb in one of our cities. 

Ben Zuckerman 
President, CAPS
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President’s Message



Managing the flow of people and goods into 
the United States is critical to maintaining our 
national security. Illegal aliens compromised the 
security of our Nation by illegally entering the 
United States or overstaying their authorized 
period of admission. Illegal aliens who enter the 
United States and those who overstay their visas 
disregard our national sovereignty, threaten our 
national security, compromise our public safety, 
exploit our social welfare programs, and ignore 
lawful immigration processes. As a result, DHS 
is implementing a comprehensive border security 
approach to secure and maintain our borders, 
prevent and intercept foreign threats so they do 
not reach U.S. soil, enforce immigration laws 
throughout the United States, and properly 
administer immigration benefits.
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CAPS: DHS Secretary Mayorkas  
should resign or be replaced …

… but CAPS appreciates those who serve  
at DHS and strive to protect our Nation.

According to its mission statement,  
it is the duty of DHS “to secure and 
maintain our borders, prevent and 
intercept foreign threats… [and] 

We thanked them in ad in a 
DHS special edition of USA 
Today (at right). The workers 
at the multiple agencies 
within DHS have tough jobs 
under any circumstances, 
let alone when they must 
endure the invective of far-
left critics (“Abolish ICE!”). 
Now they must operate 
under the constraints of an 
Administration that pre-
vents them from executing 
the duties they took an  
oath to perform.  

enforce immigration laws throughout 
the United States....”

In a press release, Executive Director 
Ric Oberlink said:

“Mayorkas has failed miserably in his 
job. This unprecedented border surge has 
been caused by the Biden administra-
tion’s clear signals that U.S. immigration 
laws will be ignored. The result has been 
a trashing of sensitive border lands, 
a diminution in national security, an 
increased risk to our health during this 
pandemic, and increased job competition 
for legal American workers.

“The DHS policies of Mayorkas have 
created tragedies on both sides of the 
border. He is providing incentives for 
cartels, coyotes, and drug traffickers. 
Nobody knows how many migrants are 
killed or how many women are raped on 
the other side of the border. It is time for 
Mayorkas to resign or be replaced.”

But this homeless camp was just 
outside a Veterans Administration 
campus in the upscale Brentwood 
area. Don’t hold your breath while 
waiting for similar actions in less 
noticeable enclaves.

On other occasions, Biden has been 
able to find and spend money for 
shelter and housing—lots of it, just 
not for veterans. In March, the Biden 
administration signed a six-month 
contract for $86 million to house 
1,200 migrant family members in 
Texas and Arizona. That’s $72,000 per 
migrant for half a year. Keep in mind 
that $86 million is just the beginning, 

as the contract “could be extended 
and expanded.”

The $86 million for six months is 
 just the tip of the iceberg. Biden has 
run a series of clandestine flights to 
ferry illegal migrants into the interior 
of the United States where they are 
housed, then released, far away from 
the television cameras that might 
highlight a messy, and politically 
embarrassing, situation at the border. 
We will probably never have a true 
accounting of the costs of his “come 
on in, the border is open” policy.

In the meantime, Biden is finding  
shelter for fifty homeless vets in  
Los Angeles. Hurray.

To those who served their nation, it is 
shocking to see Biden’s disregard for 
its borders. 

It is a sacrilege that the Biden admin-
istration is spending taxpayer dollars 
on hotels for, and payments to, 
illegal immigrants. Our nation should 
provide housing for those who served 
their country, not hotels for those 
who broke into it.

Honoring Our Veterans (continued from page 1)

This is excerpted from an op-ed by Ric Oberlink, the Executive Director of CAPS… and a veteran. The full 
op-ed is published on our website. 
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CAPS Launches Amnesty  
Campaign, Confronts Manchin 
in West Virginia

In September, CAPS opposed am-
nesty in the budget bill and, also, in 
our unique style, called out Sen. Joe 
Manchin (D-WV) for being out of sync 
with his constituents:

“Does Manchin think West Virginians 
are uninformed? Does Manchin 
think West Virginians aren’t paying 
attention?”

The Manchin radio and digital ads 
were targeted into West Virginia and 
Washington, DC. The radio ad ran 
on 38 stations while our video was 
viewed almost 300,000 times on 
Youtube and Facebook. You can view 
the ad on our website.

Exec. Dir. Ric Oberlink did not  
mince words:

“Senator Joe Manchin is 
out of touch with West 
Virginians on immigration. 
Manchin has signaled that 
he will back various am-
nesty proposals from the 
Biden administration. This 
position is at odds with the 
majority of West Virginians 
and Manchin needs to 
know that it puts him in 
political jeopardy with his 
constituents.”

Manchin had said he was “ok” with 
the immigration amnesty proposal, 
but opposed to the size of the 
budget bill. Later he said about 
adding immigration to the budget 
resolution, “I don’t think it fits. I think 
everybody knows it doesn’t fit.”

At press time, it is unclear whether 
there will be an amnesty in the 
budget resolution, but you can be 
sure that Sen. Manchin got an earful 
from CAPS. You count on CAPS for 
edgy, in-your-face messaging, and 
we thank you for your support! 
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CAPS files for Supreme Court review of 
9th Circuit rejection of NEPA lawsuit

Regular readers of CAPS News may 
recall previous coverage of the lawsuit 
filed by CAPS, along with other plain-
tiffs, against DHS for its failure to 
consider the environmental effects of 
immigration-driven population growth 
as mandated by NEPA. The 9th Circuit 

Court rejected those arguments, and 
we have filed a petition for certiorari 
at the Supreme Court, challenging the 
appellate court’s double standards on 
administrative law and standing when 
it comes to hearing cases on behalf of 
Americans harmed by our unsustain-
able immigration policies.

Filing a cert petition is useful, even if this 
case is not picked up—it’s unlikely to get 
cert the first time the issue is brought—
because it introduces the issues to the 
justices, the clerks, and legal circles. As 
our petition states:

“One of the federal government’s most 
environmentally significant policies—
the government-controlled addition 

of tens of millions of people to the 
population of the U.S. through immigra-
tion—has never been reviewed under 
NEPA.... Such a considerable omission 
would have been confounding to the 
architects of NEPA—the statute specifi-
cally names population growth as a key 
reason for NEPA’s passage: 

“The idea that NEPA mandates discus-
sion of the inevitable consequences of 
population growth but not the causes 
of population growth turns the pur-
pose of NEPA on its head. The effects of 
continued population growth will only 
become more significant in the future 
if the United States remains on its cur-
rent population growth trajectory.” 

cast blame away from himself and onto 
the entire carbon emitting world, but 
the true state of research does not 
reflect any such consensus. Dr. Jon 
Keeley, a U.S. Geological Survey scientist 
in California, has looked at the history 
of climate and fire throughout the 
state and didn’t see “any relationship 
between past climates and the amount 
of area burned in any given year.” The 
accumulation of wood fuel because of 
fire suppression policies over the last 
100 years is clearly a potential factor, 
as is the fact that, as Keeley points out, 
shrubland fires are started by people 
and there are 6 million more people in 
California than there were in 2000.

That population increase in California, 
and more specifically where it came 
from, brings me to another problem 
with Big Green, which is that it prioritizes 
helping its political allies over actual 
protection of the national environment. 
Probably there is no better issue to 
illustrate the top-down demand for con-
formity by Big Green than immigration, 
the subject of my own expertise.

Growing up in California gave me not 
just an appreciation of nature but an 
awareness of the impacts of unsus-
tainable levels of immigration on a 
community, with those impacts very 
much including effects on the natural 
environment. Roads are horribly con-
gested, infrastructure is inadequate to 
support the population, biodiversity is 
threatened by urban sprawl, and limited 
water supplies are under great pres-
sure. Domestic migration to California 
has been lower than domestic out- 
migration from California for years, yet 

foreign migration has meant California’s 
population has kept growing.

Such environmental impacts, though 
most Americans don’t realize it, are why 
American environmentalists once cared 
about having an ecologically sustain-
able immigration policy. One of the 
biggest concerns of the environmental 
movement of the 1960s and 1970s 
was population growth, both nationally 
and globally. After the Immigration and 
Nationality Act of 1965, immigration 
became a primary driver of national 
population growth. In 1989, the Sierra 
Club’s board adopted the policy posi-
tion that “migration to the United States 
should be no greater than that which 
will permit achievement of population 
stabilization in the United States.” 

However, by the mid-1990s, political and 
donor pressure convinced the Sierra 
Club to declare first neutrality on the 
immigration issue and finally, in 2013, 
support for amnesty. 

On the whole, adherents of Big Green 
are not only in complete denial of the 
ecological limits to mass immigration, 
but they are also engaged in wholesale 
projection by rabidly insisting that people 
who care about lowering immigration 
levels can’t possibly care about the 
environment. Rather than confront 
the fact that immigration to the United 
States has greatly increased its popula-
tion, Big Green insists that anyone who 
notices the resulting environmental 
consequences must hate immigrants 
personally and want to “dehumanize” 
them. There’s nothing dehumanizing 
about recognizing that immigrants, 

just like native born citizens, have local 
ecological footprints. 

What we need is a conservationist  
movement that serves the needs of 
American citizens and focuses on the 
preservation of the natural environment 
and on achieving a harmonious balance 
between humans and nature. Perhaps 
the progressive environmental move-
ment is simply too captured by the 
demands of social justice, which frowns 
on the idea of allowing Americans the 
“privilege” of a national conservation 
focus rather than a global one. 

There is therefore nothing inherently 
inconsistent between America First and 
environmentalism. Our first conserva-
tionist president was not a liberal elitist 
or a globalist but a populist: Teddy 
Roosevelt. His legacy belongs to American  
patriots to uphold. 

This article is excerpted from the original in The 
American Conservative (July 2021). Julie Axelrod is 
director of litigation at CIS. She is the lead attorney in 
CAPS’ lawsuit against DHS for its failure to consider  
the environmental impacts of immigration.  
(See below). 

Farewell, Sierra Club (continued from page 1)

Julie Axelrod, Director of Litigation, CIS.
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Dick Lamm, Former Colorado 
Governor and CAPS Supporter, 
Dies at Age 85

The environment and those who want 
to preserve it lost a great friend in 
August. Richard Lamm, a three-term 
governor of Colorado, understood that 
stopping population growth, including 
limiting immigration, was the key to 
environmental preservation.

Dick served on our Board of Advisors 
for 30 years and spoke to CAPS sup-
porters on at least three occasions. 
In 1993, he and wife Dottie, a political 
force in her own right, addressed a 
CAPS dinner audience on “Infinite 
People, Finite Resources.” Lamm was 
known for his keen intellect, love of 
debates, and willingness to speak frank-
ly—even on controversial issues. 

His successful opposition to the 1976 
Winter Olympics in Denver on environ-
mental grounds propelled him into the 
Governor’s office. He was a Democrat 
but not bound by ideological con-
straints or partisan politics. He was an 
early proponent of both reproductive 
rights and reducing immigration inflow.

Dick was a personal hero of mine. We 
shared not only a love of the outdoors 
and a passion for its protection, but 
we both served in the Army, and we 
were both alumni of the University of 
California at Berkeley Law School. 

Leon Kolankiewicz, fellow member of 
our Board of Advisors, said it well: 

“He was truly a ‘heterodox’ thinker, in 
addition to being a scholar, unflinching 
activist, attorney, accountant, politi-
cian, and public official. Almost unique 
among prominent politicians in under-
standing and being willing to speak out 
about limits and tough choices.”

A final thought from Governor Lamm: 
“You can’t solve tomorrow’s problems 
with yesterday’s solutions.”

The Memorial for Richard Lamm was 
held on August 31, 2021, at the Wings 
Over the Rockies Air & Space Museum 
in Denver, Colorado. If you would like a 
link to the recorded memorial, please 
email (publicaffairs@capsweb.org) or 
call our office (805/564-6626) or visit 
our website at capsweb.org. 

Male contraceptive ‘bath’  
device wins award for innovation

An unconventional approach to male 
contraception could lead to long-term, 
safe, family planning for males. Indus-
trial design graduate Rebecca Weiss 
of Germany has created a testicular 
ultrasonic “bath” that could function as 
a contraceptive. 

Her cup-sized invention is a small bowl 
that uses ultrasound waves to tempo-
rarily impair the sperm. The user fills 
the cup with warm water and places his 

testicles inside for several minutes,  
while the ultrasound deep heat tempo-
rarily halts sperm motility, effectively 
preventing the sperm from swimming 
to the female egg. 

The effect expires several months later, 
so it is not an irreversible solution like a 
vasectomy. The mechanism has been 
successful in animal tests but has not 
been tried on humans. 

The innovation won the James Dyson 

Award that celebrates design and engi-
neering. Weiss is seeking the financial 
support necessary to begin clinical trials.

As one might expect, such a device 
attracted a fair bit of humorous jousting. 
The New York Post referred to it as a 
“sperm-stopping sauna for the scrotum,” 
a “baby-blocking bidet,” and a “genital 
jacuzzi.” That’s fine. If we get some new 
jokes along with a new contraceptive, so 
much the better. 

by Ric Oberlink

Former Colorado Governor, Environmentalist, 
and 30-year CAPS supporter, Dick Lamm.



Stu & Barbara Sherman.
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Stu graduated Magna Cum Laude from 
Duke University with a BA degree in 
accounting. He worked for 35 years as 
the chief financial officer in a commer-
cial real estate company and in a law 
firm. An enthusiastic runner and cyclist 
for several decades, Stu has bicycled 
across the U.S. and has run several 50-
mile and 100-mile trail races. His love 
for nature and the outdoors has led to 
many hiking and backpacking trips. 

Stu is active in protecting our natural 
environment as a member of many 
prominent environmental organiza-
tions, frequently sending letters and 
placing phone calls to elected officials 
and corporate CEOs to advocate for 
environmental protections. Several of 
Stu’s letters have been published in 
various media. 

CAPS Welcomes new Director 

CAPS Supporters, we are  
better together!

Thanks to a long-time supporter, 
CAPS was alerted to an ICE-related 
agenda item slated for the Ventura 
County Board of Supervisors month-
ly meeting in October. The topic of 
communication between local law 
enforcement and ICE (Immigration 
& Customs Enforcement) was being 
discussed with pressure being 

placed upon County Supervisors  
by anti-ICE groups, such as “ICE-out,” 
to forbid County Sheriffs  
from interacting with ICE. 
Amidst these many voices, 
who CAPS believes misun-
derstand SB54 and similar 
sanctuary bills, CAPS attended 
the meeting via Zoom and 
submitted this comment:

“The present, dangerous 
situation at the border 
has been exacerbated by 
actions taken by state 
and federal government. 
California state legislation 
and Biden Administration 
policies have encouraged 
increased illegal immigra-
tion, often causing serious 
harm, and even death, to 
the migrants themselves. 

Enforcement of immigration 
laws and deterrence of illegal 
immigration is an important 
part of an appropriate solution.”

Another CAPS supporter in Los  
Angeles recently suggested to us 
that more emphasis be put upon 
sustainability as a conversation 
starter to address overpopulation. 
Specifically, has California deter-
mined what a sustainable popula-
tion would be for California? Or, 
is “sustainability” just a buzz word? 
We’d like your input as well. Please 
email your thoughts on this or any 
other matter to: publicaffairs@
capsweb.org. 

You call, we listen and take action!

CAPS is pleased to welcome environmental activist 
Stu Sherman to the Board of Directors.

LOCAL

NEWS

This Social Media post reached over 24k potential 
new CAPS supporters!

CAPS is based in Ventura, CA.
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During this 
season of giving, 
we appreciate 
all of you for your 
sponsorship, encouragement, 
and support.
Seasons Greetings & Gratitude,
Team CAPS


